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7.A. ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT ZTX-20-04: City staff has initiated a text amendment to the 
Zoning Ordinance to establish a minimum driveway length for residential uses. 
 
Background: 
Residents raising awareness about vehicles overhanging sidewalks while parked in a driveway has led to 
members of council to request a designated minimum driveway length be established. Creating a minimum 
standard would affect newly built homes accessed by individual driveways. The standard may also affect 
voluntarily requested changes by the homeowner to existing residential property concerning driveway 
length.            
 
Proposed Changes: 
Staff is proposing a text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance establishing a minimum driveway length for 
residential uses measured from the property line inward. Exceptions include side loaded garages on interior 
lots. 
 
The proposed amendment addresses a section in Chapter 23, Zoning, Article VII.  – General and 
Supplemental Regulations and would appear in the Ordinance as follows (new matter underlined): 
 
Sec. 23-129.3.2. Minimum driveway length for residential uses. 
 

In an effort to minimize vehicles overhanging sidewalks or pedestrian paths, the following shall apply 
for residential units with formal driveways: 

1. Minimum driveway length shall not be less than 24’ measured from the property line to the 
face of the garage door or to any structural wall of the building. For U-shaped driveways with 
two points of access onto a street, the minimum driveway length shall be 24’ and arranged so 
that no portion of a vehicle parked thereon obstructs any portion of a sidewalk.  

2. Elevated homes with parking underneath the structure may use the area underneath the 
structure to achieve the required minimum 24’ driveway length.  

3. Minimum driveway length shall not apply to side-loaded garages on interior (non-corner) lots.  
4. Where there is a sidewalk located in a private easement outside of a formal street right-of-way, 

the 24’ shall be measured from the back of the easement within which the sidewalk is located. 
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According to § 23-4, Amendments, of the Zoning Ordinance, the advertisement requirement for Zoning 
Ordinance amendments is 15 days, and that advertisement notice has been met. The amendment is presented 
to the Planning Commission for a recommendation that will be forwarded to City Council at their next 
meeting scheduled for August 17, 2020. 
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Planning Commission Action: 
The Planning Commission may recommend approval, recommend approval with modifications and/or 
conditions, or recommend denial of the proposal as submitted.  

Alternative Motions 

1) I move that the Planning Commission forward the Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment [ZTX-
20-04] to the Mayor and City Council with a recommendation of approval. 

OR 

2) I move that the Planning Commission forward the Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment [ZTX-
20-04] to the Mayor and City Council with a recommendation of denial. 

OR 

3) I move (an alternate motion). 
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7.B. ANNEXATION & ZONING DESIGNATION Z-20-8: City staff has received a petition to annex 
lands on Anne Street or Tom E. Chestnut Street totaling approximately 23.29 acres identified by PIN 357-
00-00-0006. The lot is currently unincorporated and zoned CFA (Commercial Forest Agriculture) by Horry 
County. The petition also reflects the requested City of North Myrtle Beach zoning district of R-1A (Single-
Family Residential Low-Medium District) and will be heard concurrently. 

Executive Summary:  
The applicant requests that Planning Commission table this item to the August 18, 2020, meeting to allow 
a real estate transaction to occur allowing 100 percent freeholder petition of annexation. 
 
Alternative Motions: 

1) I move that the Planning Commission table the annexation and zoning designation [Z-20-8] to 
the August 18, 2020, meeting. 
 
OR 
 

2) I move (an alternate motion). 
 


